
1 7 MAR 19.93'

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED OOCKETF'~Y OR\Y'NA!­
~-J~/)-

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554· :POLICY & PLANNING·

~R.~NG,H· ROOM 5202

IN REPL,YREFER TO:

Honorable Bob Graham
United States Senator
Post Office Box 3050
Tallahassee, Florida 32315

Dear Senator Graham:

This is in reply to your letter of February 23, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Troy O. Price, regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituent is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of enda~gering publi~ safety and the
nationai economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituent's
letter will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,

~~ ,.cileopill!tC'dJJ~l
Chief, Land Mobile & ~CWt1ll>ivision
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BOB-GRAHAM
FLORIDA
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..WASHINGTON, DC ~Op·1O":'0903.

February 23, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
1919 M Street, Room 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Director:

Enclosed is a letter from Mr. 'I'roy o. Price who has concerns
regarding proposed rule changes as described in PR Docket 92­
235. As I understand it, the changes include utilization of
frequencies currently shared by those who fly radio
controlled model airplanes and private land and mobile
dispatch communications.

I have also received several hundred letters from other
constituents who have expressed similar concerns. I would
appreciate your reviewing this situation and providing me
with comments which would be appropriate to share with all
of those who have expressed an interest in this matter.
Please send your response to my state office: Post Office
Box 3050, Tallahassee, Florida 32315, Attention: Sharon
McLanahan.

Thank you for your careful consideration of this matter. I
look forward to hearing from you soon.

With kind regards,

United States Senator

.BG/slm

Enclosure



Troy o. P:;:- ice
1755 Roos·Lane
Deland, Fl. 32724

7he Honorable Bob Graham
241 Dirkson Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Graham:

'Febr~ary 2, 1993

I am a physically handicapped person, and have been
physically limited all my life due to Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy. One of the few hobbies I am able to enjoy, due to my
limitations, is flying radio control model aircraft. My family
and I are active in a local radio control club and have a very
significant investment of time and energy, as well as money, in
this hobby. This has been a source of pride and enjoyment and
provides a rare feeling of accomplishment, because it is
something I can do well.

I am very concerned about the proposed rules that are under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission as
described in PR docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the useability of frequencies assigned for model
use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies so that we
are able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies Nill move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available'for control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our models under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and
the protection of property, including our own models. Many of our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and control
of the use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of
useable frequencies is diminished, as proposed by the FCC, The
remaining frequencies will become more congested and the margin
of safety will be greatly decreased.



"

. Pl~aseunderstand· that some of· th~mod2ls in ~ur c.lub.have
wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh up to 40 pounds. The models
themselve~ are expensive to build; but of greater concern, t6ey
are capable of causing property damage, serious injury; 9r even
death if radio interference causes the operator to loose control
of the craft. Our club frequently sponsors org~nized events and
contests 'Nhere hundreds of operators participate, and even more
watch from nearby. We need the use of our full compliment of
radio control frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise for the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC apparently does not think we are
as important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment.
the hobby provides many hours of enjoyment for thousands of
people and contributes to advancements in technology, aviation
education, and, indirectly, to the development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my models by
not allowing the FCC to carry out these proposals ror amending
the use of the 72-76 MHz band.

Thank you for your consideration and any assistance you can
provide.

SincJ-rel y ,

T
I'p .roy rlce


